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THE HISTORY OF CLUB MILONGA

MILONGA - APLACE TO MEET AND DANCE
THE ARGENTINE TANGO.

The luring sound of tango music set the mood
for Club Milonga's beginnings during the summer
of '92,

Hal Ender, one of the co-founders of Club
Milonga, was quietly sipping yerba mate with
Rafael Castro and Claudette Levesque. They
thought “If we can find two or three couples to
share the cost of renting a room, we could dance
tango every week”. Dreams became a reality on
October 2, 1992 when the doors to Club Milonga
opened.

Our first meeting was at the Danforth Baptist
Church, We moved to several locations and even-
tually returned to the church where we began and
are today.

Tango teaching, at first, was one on one. Luis
Luna dabbled with teaching but our gratitude goes
to Bob Waugh and Christina Rey who launched a
teaching plan. Bob continued to demonstrate his
passion for tango and is currently co-teaching with
Patricia Donaldson,

The success of Club Milonga is due to the inter-
est and hard work of many people. Mario Bruyére
for the wonderful programs; Jennet Burnett,
Patricia Donaldson and Al Kurtz for their excellent
organizational skills; and Alistair Hall for designing
the logo. Most of the credit goes to the participants
who meet every Tuesday night to learn, dance and
talk tango with their new and old friends,

Club Milonga is now registered as a non-profit
organization. On its third anniversary, October 3,
1995, Club Milonga will be holding its first Annual
General Members Meeting,

Let us continue to enjoy the spirit and romance
of the Argentine Tango.

Clauderte & Rafael

Asado, or barbecue, is an integral part of the
Argentine lifestyle. It is a ceremony - the fire is
painstakenly lit, the meat slowly cooked to per-
fection and the meal savoured over many
hours of friendly chatter.

Club Milonga hosted its first Asado on July 8,
1995 at one of Thronto’s most beautiful spot, Taylor

Creek Park, Oscar Calegari and Rafael Castro, two
tangeros, became the jefes de la cocina,

Thirty-two friends of Club Milonga enjoyed the
new experience of an Asado. Some asked for a
repeat performance. In fact, an Asado is planned
for July, 1996. See you there!

Claudette
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ENGANCHADO DEL TANGO

In many ways life in Toronto is so interesting. A
mixture of cultures and nationalities makes us
aware of the differences of lifestyles and the cus-
toms of others. Thanks to this we don't have to use
our passports or spend money on airline tickets to
experience something different. But to be aware of
this opportunity is not enough. It takes courage and
an open mind to really experience something truly
unique and special. When we all get together on
Tuesday evenings to practice our Salidas, Ganchos
and Boleos, we also cross the line of cultures.
Although some of us think that we just want to learn
Argentine Tango it really gets a little deeper.

As the lucky inhabitants of Metropolitan Toronto
we don't have to fly to Buenos Aires to experience
a true tango night. It happened on Saturday, August
19th in the La Marina Banquet Hall that we had an
opportunity to live through a special tango experi-
ence. Organized by Oscar and Fabian, this wonder-
ful evening gave us opportunity to explore the
mystery of Argentine culture and its favourite
dance. As usual in the Latin country everybody
comes late. But very soon the room was full of danc-
ing couples. Just as in Argentina, there were quite a
few children running around and the room was full
of cigarette smoke. It all just added to the am-
biance. At some point a trio consisting of a beauti-
ful violinist and two men with bandoneons
performed a few nostalgic songs. Then Fabian and
Roxana danced their tangos. This increased the
excitement of the crowd even more. It was really
great to be a part of this show. Experiencing it made
me realize how much tango has changed my life.

Paul Lato & Jennet Burnett

MONTREAL ON VICTORIA DAY WEEKEND

The trip to Montreal, organized by Club Milonga
for Victoria Day weekend (May 19-22), was a
success in many respects. Even though only four-
teen took part in this activity, the trip fulfilled its
aim in promoting the burgeoning Tango culture of
Montreal as well as serving as an inspiration to
many.

With three tanguerias located on the same street,
our members could easily hop from one place to
another in the same evening. As a matter of fact,
many had chosen their favorite place to hang out on
the very first evening. Located at 4848 St-Laurent
Boulevard, Les Ateliers Tango Inc. is home to a
dance hall, a tango school and a performing com-
pany. Open until three in the morning (sometimes
6:00AM when hosting theme events), it is arguably
the favourite spot of the most dedicated tango afi-
cionados. La Tangueria, just two blocks up on Saint-
Laurent, is somewhat more laid back and attracts
tango de salon dancers. Rafael Castro thought this
particular establishment came closest to the real
Buenos Aires’ Milonga. Both places are open from
Friday to Sunday.

We were lucky enough on that weekend to go to
the first tango evening at Chez Fred, a French
restaurant just a few doors away from La Tangueria.
Organized by Lily Palmer, this tango noche was
most pleasant, The premises are tastefully decorat-
ed and the food is both cheap and tasty. Just to
show his support for Lily's new venture, La
Tangueria did not open on that Sunday night.

The most pleasant surprise to many was the num-
ber of excellent dancers to be found in Montreal.
Montrealers actually take their dancing and their
fun more seriously than their politics. And aside
from Tango, there was Montreal proper with its
cobblestones streets made for romantic walks, its
cafes inviting us stressed Torontonians to relax and
take it easy, and its cuisine, of course...

Club Mulonga will organize another trip to Mon-
treal same time next year, Hope you can join us!

Mario Bruyére




